[image: \\server1\Company\Logos - WVCA and External\WVCA Branding 2022\Logos\For Print (CMYK)\Full name focus\WVCA logo_Full.jpg] 
Community Health Stories Small Grants Programme

LGBTQ+ Communities and/or Young People 18-25 
There is strong evidence that the voices of both LGBTQ+ communities and young people aged 18-25 are often missing from health and care planning. There will be a further impact for people who are both LGBTQ and aged 18-25. Their lived experiences of accessing services, understanding information, and getting the right support are not routinely captured in a way that leads to meaningful change. As a result, services can fail to meet people’s needs, and individuals can feel unheard, disengaged, or mistrustful of health and care systems.
We have created this small grants programme to support grassroots voluntary and community organisations in Wolverhampton to capture meaningful stories from LGBTQ+ communities and young people aged 18-25 about their experiences of health and care. The focus is on creating safe, welcoming and trusted spaces where people feel comfortable sharing their experiences, ensuring their voices directly inform future service planning and delivery.
The programme has two priority strands:
· LGBTQ+ communities
· Young people aged 18-25
The funding is intentionally flexible. Organisations can use the grant to design activities that work for their community and help participants feel safe and confident sharing their stories. This could include workshops, creative sessions, discussion groups, social activities, or one-to-one conversations. The emphasis is on trust, engagement, and lived experience rather than formal research.
The number of stories captured should be proportionate to the amount of funding awarded, with an expectation of a minimum of 15 stories for a £5,000 grant. If applying for a smaller grant, the expected number of stories will be proportionately reduced. While we have set an expected number of stories, the focus is on capturing high quality, meaningful accounts that allow people to properly share their experiences, rather than collecting a large number of short or limited stories.
All stories must be anonymised and recorded in audio format. Recordings can be made using a mobile phone voice recorder app or through an online platform such as a Teams call, with the video function switched off. Participants must give informed consent before recording takes place.
Alongside the audio recordings, funded organisations will be expected to complete a brief final report outlining how the project was delivered, how the funding was spent, what worked well, and any key learning. All stories and the final report must be submitted to WVCA by 9th March 2026.
Funding and Payment:
Funding will be provided in two instalments, 50% upfront to support project delivery and 50% upon receipt of the agreed number of stories and the final report by the deadline

Eligibility:
· You will be a voluntary or community organisation
· Priority will be given to grassroots, community-led organisations.
· Your proposed project
· Must be based in Wolverhampton and stories captured from Wolverhampton residents
· Your project must focus on engaging LGBTQ+ participants and/or young people aged 18-25 to capture their experiences of health and care
· You must have an existing relationship with the community you plan to engage, due to the short delivery timescales and the need for participants to feel safe, comfortable and willing to share meaningful experiences
· You must be able to demonstrate how you will ensure consent, confidentiality, and safeguarding

Applications will be assessed by a panel of impartial and experienced colleagues from a range of backgrounds.

Applications will be scored from 1 to 5, from unacceptable to excellent. To be successful, applications must score at least 3 on each question. The strength of each application will be considered alongside others received.

Due to the timescales, this will be a rolling programme with a rolling panel process. We aim to assess applications and make decisions shortly after they are received. It is important to bear in mind that there is a limited amount of funding available, and the programme will close once the available funds are allocated. Panel decisions are final and will be communicated to all applicants. Unfortunately, due to capacity, we are unable to provide detailed feedback to unsuccessful applicants.

Organisations can apply for up to £5,000. Funding can be used for staff time, volunteer expenses, and resources needed to deliver the proposed activities.

Next Steps:

If you meet the criteria and wish to apply for a grant, please use the application form below to make your application.

Completing the Application
Please tell us using the form below about the project or activity you want to deliver, the impact it will have on beneficiaries and what you will spend the money on.  Be as clear as possible so the panel fully understands your proposal and the rationale behind it. Once completed, please return the form to: applications@wvca.org.uk
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Community Health Stories Small Grants Programme
Section 1 – Organisation Details 
	What is the name of your organisation?

	

	What is the legal structure of your organisation?
(Please place an X next to the appropriate option)

	Constituted group
	

	Charity / Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)
	

	Community Interest Company (CIC)
	

	Company Limited by Guarantee
	

	Other
	

	If other, please specify
	

	What is your registered Charity &/or Company Number (if applicable):

	

	Do you have a community bank account in your organisation’s name?
(Please tick yes or no)

	

	Who should we contact if we have questions about your project proposal?

	First Name
	

	Surname 
	

	Job title/position
	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	





Section 2 – Proposed Project
	Project Title

	

	Project Description
Outline the activities you plan to deliver to engage participants and capture stories

Include where and how often activities will take place, and any creative or social approaches                                                                                                    Max 600 words

	








	Priority Strand
(Please place an X next to all that apply)

	LGBTQ+ Communities
	

	Young People 18–25
	

	Project Resources & Budget 
Please detail the costs of the activity, including staff costs and other resources.

	Total Cost
	
	

	Item
	Cost 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	How will you engage participants and make them feel comfortable sharing their experiences? (Max 400 words)

	



	How will you capture and record stories (audio format, mobile/Teams, anonymised)?                                                                                            (Max 400 words)

	



	How will you ensure consent, safeguarding, and confidentiality?       (Max 400 words)

	



	How many stories will your project collect?

	

	Timescale & Delivery

	Proposed Start Date: 
	

	Proposed End Date: 
	

	Frequency of Activity: (e.g., daily, twice a weekly)
	

	Where will the project take place
Which area, Which venues (within Wolverhampton)

	



	Any other information 
Please provide any further relevant information 
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